FRIENDS OF THE VICTORIA ART GALLERY:

FORTHCOMING EVENTS October - November 2011
‘The Bath Academy of Art, Corsham, from Sickert to Hodgkin - Works in the Victoria Art Gallery Collection’ lecture by Jon Benington: Thursday 13 October 

During the last 10 years the Victoria Art Gallery has been building up a collection to represent the achievements of the School. This will be an informal tour and talk in the upper gallery given by the manager Jon Benington, in front of objects, many of which are not currently on public display. It will cover the history of Bath Academy at Corsham, its ethos, and the people who taught there and made it a radical art school from the '40s to late '60s, one of the most significant episodes in Bath's more recent history. An exceptional opportunity to gain insight into the collection and an informative lead in to the exhibition Saved for Ever 8 October-27 November showing how public patronage formed the collection, going back to early days, including gifts and bequests as well as purchases.

Details: price includes a glass of wine. Meet in the gallery at 6.15pm for 6.30 start. There will be a chance to ask questions and meet other Friends.

For further info, please contact Mrs Sandra Le Marchant, telephone 01225 445020 or email sandra.lemarchant@btinternet.com
Bonfire Night Party: Saturday 5th November 
After the tremendous success of our Bonfire party in 2010 we are repeating it this year. Come and enjoy the very special setting overlooking the river, watching the amazing firework display on the Recreation Ground, add good company, wine, a hot dog and even a brownie! This year the University is combining with the Rotary so the fireworks promise to be even better! 

Details: tickets are £10 for Friends and £14 for non Friends to include a glass of wine and a hot dog and brownie. There will be a cash bar and extra hot dogs for a donation to the Gallery. Please note that the stairs down to the river level are steep and in part poorly-guarded and lit and that the floors are very uneven. Wrap up well, put on flat shoes and come to the Gallery at 6.30 pm for a drink down on the terrace.

For further info please contact: Mrs Kirstie Rowlandson, telephone 07775 521434 or email krowlandson@gmail.com
Visit to Stanley Spencer Gallery & Memorial Chapel Burghclere: Tuesday 8th November 
Visit two wonderful examples of Stanley Spencer’s work as a war artist. The Stanley Spencer Gallery, Cookham houses a special exhibition, open until January 2012, which shows his magnificent paintings of workers on the Clyde during the First World War. The Chapel, run by The National Trust, is a modest red-brick building housing an unexpected treasure – an outstanding series of large-scale paintings by Spencer, inspired by his experiences as a war medical orderly and soldier. These are considered to be among his finest achievements.

Details: meet at the Orange Grove, Bath at 8.45 am, then on to Burghclere; we then stop for lunch at the Bell and Dragon in Cookham and spend the afternoon at the Gallery. The tour organised by the Gallery is in two parts, a talk within the gallery while viewing the specially gathered paintings and a tour of the village visiting all the places which have special reference to Stanley Spencer. We aim to be back in bath between 5.30 and 6 pm.

Price for the trip is £26 for Friends and £30 for non Friends. There will be an additional £4 entrance fee for the Chapel (paid on the day) for non National Trust members. The entrance to the Chapel is free for National Trust members as long as YOU BRING YOUR NT MEMBERSHIUP CARD!!! Lunch is not included in the price.
For further info please contact: Mrs Kirstie Rowlandson, telephone 07775 521434 or e.mail krowlandson@gmail.com
